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Abstract: 

Drawing on Mary Midgley, this work argues that myth and imagination are not remnants of 

primitive thought but constitute the very genesis of scientific and philosophical thinking. Far from 

being imaginary and meaningless, myth is the primordial soil from which the great questions of 

science and philosophy emerge — including those of the Western tradition that sought to transcend 

it. From this premise, the study explores how indigenous African myths can reshape our 

understanding of science and philosophy, proposing a plural rationality capable of challenging 

Western hegemony in defining legitimate knowledge and also capable to recognize non-human 

intelligences that shapes the world (symbolic and physic) . 

The analysis is situated within the African debate on the epistemic status of myth. 

Ethnophilosophy, represented by Placide Tempels and Alexis Kagame, constituted an initial 

attempt to recognize myth as a vehicle for systematic thought, but remained trapped within a 

collectivist and uncritical logic. Henry Odera Oruka's philosophic sagacity represented a partial 

overcoming of this limitation: by valuing the sage's critical engagement with oral tradition, Oruka 

opened the way for a more rigorous approach. However, philosophic sagacity revealed its own 

limits by failing to recognize myth as a legitimate form of rationality — even while acknowledging 

popular wisdom, it ultimately left myth on the margins of philosophy. 

It is precisely this impasse that African philosophical hermeneutics seeks to overcome. Drawing 

on Theophilus Okere, Tsenay Serequeberhan, and Raphael Okechukwu Madu, the study proposes 

a triaxial analytical model: ontological, methodological, and critical-political, that treats myth not 

as a pre-scientific remnant, but as an active resource of a plural, situated, and emancipatory 

rationality beyond the human. 
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