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There is a strong overlap between the dichotomies Western/Indigenous and Artificial/Natural. 

We associate the natural with the indigenous (often explicitly with words like naturvolk in 

German) while the artificial is the western, modern, civilized. So, what happens when the two 

interact? When amazonian peoples are given access to electricity, smartphones, internet? 

During my research I witnessed firsthand the introduction of Starlink and its social impacts. The 

results show us the radical alterity of indigenous practices and provide some interesting insights 

into our own cultural blind spots. 

Interestingly, it seems the amazonian people are better at overcoming ontological boundaries 

than we are. While the Xikrín are successfully integrating some western technology (while 

rejecting other), the western reaction is either of paternalistic panic or laissez-faire relativism. 

Neither of these reactions help us understand, and act upon the challenges the indigenous 

peoples are facing. 

While social scientists have since at least the eighties accepted that technologies and artifacts 

have their own agency, little comparative work has been done on how cultures interact with 

these agents. What does a phone mean to an indigenous person? How does external western 

technology (whose agency is much more evident when seemingly out of place) fit into 

Amerindian ontologies? How does Viveros de Castros concept of multinaturalism look, when 

applied to the artificial, be it internet or electricity?  
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