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Title proposed: Parole naissante. Jean-Luc Nancy and the mythical writing of community 

This paper examines Jean-Luc Nancy’s rethinking of community through the notions of exposure, 
myth, and writing, arguing that these three terms name a single operation: the constitution of 
subjectivity as a shared, unworked (désoeuvrée) exteriority rather than as an interiority that a common 
substance, project, or narrative could ever complete. For Nancy, community is not a work to be 
produced but what happens at the limit where singular beings are exposed to one another; it is this 
exposure—prior to any communion of meaning—that opens the space in which a “subject” can be 
said to occur at all. The paper takes as its guiding thread Nancy’s engagement with myth, understood 
not as a content or a set of beliefs but, as he says in Proprement dit. Entretien sur le mythe, as 
emerging speech (parole naissante): a word that, in being spoken, does not merely describe or 
represent a community but, in its performative power, brings it into being. In such a speech, the 
subject (as Nancy did already show in Ego sum) raises each time. Nancy’s critique, developed above 
all in The Inoperative Community and “Myth Interrupted” is that Western thought has invariably 
naturalized this founding fiction into a totalizing figure of communion—myth as the closure of a 
people, a destiny, an identity fused in the immanence of a shared story. 

Against this totalizing function, the paper foregrounds Nancy’s claim that the mythic, creative 
capacity he identifies is not confined to the verbal: it operates equally in the non-verbal registers—
gesture, image, body, inscription—through which a community “writes” itself. This broadening of 
myth toward writing in a general sense is the paper's central concern. Writing, for Nancy, names the 
very structure of exposure: to write is to trace a limit, to touch and be touched at the edge of sense, 
rather than to produce a stable, self-enclosed meaning. Writing in this sense does not build community 
as a totality; it interrupts the mythic drive (the one discussed with Lacoue-Labarthe in Le mythe nazi) 
toward fusion at the moment of its very operation. The community that “writes itself” is therefore 
always a community interrupted—one that shares only the interruption of any communal myth, the 
unworking of any narrative that would claim to complete it. 

To test and illustrate this theoretical framework, the paper will also turn to works of contemporary 
visual art and narrative practice that stage this constitution of community (with focus on queer ones) 
in the word—works in which the mythic-creative force of speech and inscription is enacted, exposed, 
or interrupted before the viewer's or reader's eyes. These examples will serve not as mere illustrations 
but as sites where Nancy's philosophical claims can be tested against concrete instances of 
community-in-the-making. 

The paper thus argues that Nancy's thought offers a double gesture: retrieving the mythic as a properly 
creative, subject-constituting force, while displacing it from totalizing narration into writing-as-
interruption, recasting community as an unfinishable exposure rather than an achieved commonality. 
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Short bio: 

 
I am a PhD student in the context of National Doctorate Immagine linguaggio figura. Forme e modi 
della mediazione (University of Milan ‘La statale’). My research is focused on Jean-Luc Nancy 
philosophy, and in particular on the relation between body, sense and writing; on the one hand, I 
explore how such relation intertwines with Nancy style of writing; on the other, I show how the 
concepts produced by such relation in Nancy’s philosophy might be applied as epistemological tools 
in contemporary artistic practices (photography and narrative). 


