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Sensing Otherwise or What a Theory can Do
Whitehead, Haraway and Stengers on the Aesthetics of Theory

For Whitehead, Haraway and Stengers the primary function of theories, which according to
Nietzsche are nothing other than myths, is to lure our sensing, and ultimately the world, in a
different direction, “committed”, as Haraway puts forward, “to making a difference and not to
repeating the Sacred Image of the Same” (1997, 273). The first questions we ought to ask regarding
theories and/as myths should therefore be rooted in the tradition of pragmatism: Are they

producing ,,consequential meanings” (1997, 273) or, as Whitehead puts it, ,,important knowledge”

(1978, 3)? Do they not only allow for new insights but are they ‘imagining otherwise’ (Lola
Olufemi)? Are they telling djfferent stories? Stories that make us sense, think, relate and ultimately

become-together otherwise with/in more-than-human wotlds?

Reframed this way, philosophy should be about what Stengers calls “fabulating”: “[to] fabulate, to
tell different stories, is not to break with ‘reality’ but to seek to render perceptible aspects of this
reality usually considered accessory [...]. [...] In other words, [...] what is at stake with the fabulation
that I am proposing [is] the creation of a different manner of perceiving, of being affected, and of
being frightened.” (2023, 123f.) Whitehead, too, considers theorizing as the construction of
fictions, using a method he calls ,,imaginative construction” (1978, 5), whereby a theory proposes
one possible account of the wotld. Theories and/as myths are considered successful when they
manage to make us sense otherwise and lure our thinking-feeling into an enhanced concern for the
wotld we inhabit. At best, a theory/myth is able to capture out attention and change our concern,
guiding us not only towards a transformation of modern systems of knowledge but of social life in
general. In this respect, myth-making, theorizing, fabulating, or fictioning' can help create
alternatives to the present by introducing alternative courses of action. Conceptualized as
fabulation, theorizing as diffractive aesthetical practice becomes one tool for bringing about social
and political change in and for a more-than-human world. As Castoriadis states, “a [...] revolution
[i.e., the radical transformation of society’s institutions] requires profound changes in the
psychosocial organization of Western man, in his attitude towards life, in short: his imaginary.”
(2022) And it is theotizing and/as myth-making that provides us “with a first imaginary access to
‘what we never came to be that we should be’ (Sun Ra)” (2025).

In my talk T will present the aesthetic notion of theory/theorizing proposed by Whitehead,
Haraway and Stengers and discuss what in this reformulation of theory (production) theory and/as
myth can do for becoming-together otherwise with/in a more-than-human world.
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! Fictioning is a practice that is intentionally orientated to challenge hegemonic understandings of the social, natural,
and technical as well as to transform and expand expetience (Burtows/O’Sullivan 2019).
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