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Abstract 

I posit that there are three notions of disturbance in Husserl: discordance, distraction, and 

destiny. Each of them could be situated at a specific level of analysis, connected to a specific 

phenomenon, and linked to the development of the phenomenological method. Thus, (1) 

discordance would be a disturbance of cognition, linked to the phenomenon of disappointment, 

and approached through static phenomenology; (2) distraction would be disturbance of 

attention, considered as a phenomenon of affection, and viewed through the lens of genetic 

phenomenology; finally (3) destiny would be an existential disturbance, that should be analyzed 

through generative phenomenology. The third level of analysis allows us to reconsider the 

notion of the epoché and to formulate the question of its relationship to disturbance. At this 

point—through the notion of destiny—we also have the opening of the whole other dimension 

– namely, Husserl’s late ethics. Husserl’s notion of disturbance can be read as an implicit theory 

of vulnerability of the subject, allowing us to conceive it not as a residuum of “world 

annihilation”, but rather precisely as a disturbed subject.  


